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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
(subject to change without notice) 

 
The Year 9 curriculum further develops broad educational knowledge and skills, with 16 of the 25 hours of 
schooling comprising the required learning areas of English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities and 
Social Sciences (MESH subjects). A further 2 hours of Physical Education and 1 hour of Health are also 
required subjects. Students also choose 3 full year courses that develop their own interests and/or career 
opportunities. These all link to Upper School pathways and courses. A Year 9 student’s week will be as 
outlined below: 
 
Learning Area  Sessions Per Week 

English  4 sessions 
Mathematics 4 sessions 
Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 4 sessions 
Science 4 sessions 
Physical Education 2 sessions 
Health 1 session 
3 Elective Subjects (see more information below)                         6 sessions 
Total Overall Sessions 25 sessions 

 
Mathematics, English, Science and Humanities (MESH subjects) are delivered at the year level of students 
according to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) Western Australian Curriculum, with 
differentiation and support in place to meet the needs of students. Year 9 students study Health Education 
and Physical Education for one and two sessions per week respectively. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy support classes will run for selected Year 9 students, based on NAPLAN and other 
standardised testing results, and will be conducted with a view to enhancing students’ chances of achieving 
Band 8 in NAPLAN testing in Year 9, or achieving Category 3 in the Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment (OLNA) before the end of Year 12. This is part of WACE achievement. 
 
Elective Subjects 
 
All Electives are full year courses, and will occur for 2 periods per week for the whole year.  Students 
wishing to enrol in the Elite Basketball program (2 sessions per week) and specialist FAME program (4 
sessions per week), will also need to approach the Head of Learning Area (Physical Education) and the 
Head of Learning Area (The Arts), respectively for approval. Students are unable to be in both of these 
special programs due to timetable restrictions. 
 
All Elective selections are submitted using the Year 9 Elective Subject Selections – 2022 Form. Information 
about each subject that is being offered is contained in this Year 9 Course Information Handbook, which 
is also available online. 
 
Forms must be returned by the due date that is stated at the bottom of the form, after which the student 
preferences will be collated and decisions will then be made by the school about which subjects will be 
running in 2022. This is dependent on a number of timetabling factors, including the number of students 
wishing to do the course as a primary preference, so it is essential that students follow the directions on 
the Subject Selection form carefully and make sure that they rank the subjects they wish to do in order. 
They must also select reserve subjects in case a subject that they wished to do does not run. 
 
Students should select subjects that they find interesting and will lead to a pathway in Upper School that 
prepares them for their chosen career, course, etc. If there are questions regarding pathway planning, 
students should speak to their Year Coordinator or the Head of Learning Areas.  
 
Once it has been decided which subjects will run, classes will be created according to student preferences. 
Every effort will be made to place students in their most preferred subjects but as this is not always 
possible, it is important that ALL choices, including reserves, are ranked in order of choice. 
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Students and parents need to choose subjects carefully, as once the school year commences, subject 
changes are difficult. The timetable is constructed on student preferences and so changes also become 
difficult for class sizes to accommodate once staffing and rooming are finalised. 
 
Invoices for compulsory and elective subjects are sent out in early December once the timetable and 
staffing are completed. High cost electives will require a 50% deposit to be paid against this invoice 
to secure a position in the class. If this is not received, there is a chance that students will be removed 
and placed in a similar, but lower cost, elective. 
 

ACHIEVING CURRICULUM EXCELLENCE (ACE) PROGRAM 

 
The ACE program was established to cater for students who have a clear academic direction with their 
studies, wish to study ATAR subjects in Years 11 and 12 and ultimately aspire to tertiary studies.  They 
should be striving to reach these high academic standards by: 
 

 demonstrating an excellent work ethic  

 maintaining excellent attendance (90% or above) 

 showing consistently strong academic results (achieve A and B grades consistently) 

 displaying commitment towards achieving their full academic potential 

 being committed to a tertiary pathway 

 maintaining respectful relationships with staff and other students. 
Through the provision of an accelerated and differentiated curriculum in a supportive educational 
environment, the ACE Program aims to develop students as life-long learners and to become: 
 

 knowledgeable, with deep understanding 

 complete thinkers 

 problem solvers 

 creative 

 active investigators 

 effective communicators 

 independent and reflective learners 

 self-directed 
 
The ACE Coordinator is responsible for mentoring the students from Year 7 to Year 12, and working closely 
with parents and students to maintain the expectations and standard of the program. Students are 
encouraged to attend a wide range of enrichment activities and opportunities that extend their breadth and 
depth of understanding. 
 
 
Application for entry to the program can be done by completing the application form at  
 
https://www.svshs.wa.edu.au/learning/ace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.svshs.wa.edu.au/learning/ace
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PATHWAYS TO UPPER SCHOOL AND CAREERS 

 
Students come from diverse backgrounds and have varying needs. They may be interested in university 
study, have specific vocations in mind involving further education and training, or intend to enter the 
workforce after leaving school. Once students commence High School, it is important for them to realise 
that their academic achievement will influence the courses and programs that they can access by the time 
they enter Upper School. More information about Senior School courses can be found at: 
 
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au  
 
The following table gives an overview of the senior secondary (WACE) courses that are referred to in the 
Learning Area descriptions of courses within this booklet: 

 

Courses and 
Programs 

General Features 

Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank 
(ATAR) courses 

ATAR courses are typically for students who are aiming to go to university directly from 
school.  
These courses are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority through 
externally set exams. Student results in ATAR courses are used to calculate a student’s 
ATAR. The ATAR is used to determine eligibility for university entrance.  

General Courses General courses are for students who are typically aiming to enter vocationally based training 
or the workforce straight from school. They are not externally examined. General courses 
may be used for alternative entry to some university courses.  

Foundation Courses Foundation courses are for students who have not been able to demonstrate the minimum 
standard for literacy and/or numeracy in NAPLAN or OLNA before Year 11 and are unlikely 
to do so before the end of Year 12 without significant levels of support. These courses provide 
a focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work‐related experience and the 
opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life and work. Foundation courses 
are not designed, nor intended, to be an alternative senior secondary pathway. 

Preliminary Courses Preliminary courses are for students who have been identified as having a learning difficulty 
and/or an intellectual disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. They provide a 
relevant option for students when it is understood that:  

 the student cannot access the ATAR, General or Foundation course content with adjustment 
and/or disability provisions  

 the Preliminary units do not contribute to achievement of a WACE.  

Vocational 
Education and 
Training (VET)  

These courses include: 

 Certificate II courses delivered on site 

 Profile TAFE courses delivered off-site 

 School-Based Traineeships which offer mandated work placement and the completion 
of a full Certificate 

 ADWPL (Authority Developed Work Place Learning) is an endorsed course which allows 
students to achieve C grade equivalents. VET courses are for students aiming to enter 
further vocationally based training or the workforce straight from school. 

Endorsed Programs Endorsed Programs are for students wishing to participate in programs which are delivered 
in a variety of settings by schools, workplaces, universities and community organisations.  
They provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses or VET programs, 
but contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents. 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Pamela Moss 
Deputy Principal – Operations 
 
 
 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/
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English (compulsory subject) 

 
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create 
confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that 
individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the 
world around them. It also plays a significant role in the development of reading and literacy skills which 
help young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It 
helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

7 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

8 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

9 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

10 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

ATAR Literature (OLNA 

Reading and Writing 

Category 3 achieved) 

7 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

 

8 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

9 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

10 ACE English 

(A or B grade) 

ATAR English (OLNA 

Reading and Writing 

Category 3 achieved) 

7 English 

 

8 English 

 

9 English 

 

10 English 

 

General English (OLNA 

Reading and Writing 

Category 3) 

7 English 

 

8 English 

 

9 English 

 

10 English 

 

Foundation English (OLNA 

Reading or Writing Category 

1 or 2) 

7 English 

 (Diagnosed 

Disability) 

8 English 

 (Diagnosed 

Disability) 

9 English 

 (Diagnosed 

Disability) 

10 English 

 (Diagnosed 

Disability) 

Preliminary English 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION (compulsory subjects) 

 
In Health and Physical Education, students learn how to enhance their own and others' health, safety, 
wellbeing and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. The Health and Physical 
Education curriculum (P–10) offers students an experiential curriculum that is contemporary, relevant, 
challenging, enjoyable and physically active. 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Health 
Education 

Health 
Education 

Health 
Education 

Health 
Education 

General Health Studies 
Cert II in Community 
Services 

 
Physical 

Education 
(A or B grades) 

 

Physical 
Education 

(A or B grades) 

Physical 
Education 

(A or B grades) 

Physical 
Education 

(A or B grades) 

 
ATAR Physical Education 
Studies 
 
Certificate II in Sport and 
Recreation 
 

Physical 
Education 

Physical 
Education 

Physical 
Education 

Physical 
Education 

General Physical Education 
Studies 
 
Certificate II in Sport and 
Recreation 
 

 
 

 Physical Education (two sessions per week)  

 
Students focus on elements of speed and accuracy in different movement environments, while continuing 
to develop the efficiency of specialised movement skills. They explore ways to evaluate their own and 
others’ performances through analysis of skills and movement patterns using basic biomechanical 
concepts. They transfer previous knowledge of outcomes in movement situations to inform and refine 
skills, strategies and tactics to maximise success. 
 

Health Education (one session per week)  

 
In Year 9, the content provides for students to broaden their knowledge of the factors that shape their 
personal identity and the health and wellbeing of others. They further develop their ability to make informed 
decisions, taking into consideration the influence of external factors on their behaviour and their capacity 
to achieve a healthy lifestyle. They continue to develop knowledge, skills and understandings in relation 
to respectful relationships. With a focus on relationship skills that promote positive interactions, and 
manage conflict. 
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (compulsory subject) 

 
Throughout the study of Humanities and Social Sciences, students continue to build on their understanding 
of History, Geography, Economics and Business, and Civics and Citizenship. These areas of study are 
taught concurrently and provide students with the knowledge and skills to be become global citizens in a 
world that is continually changing.  
 
Students will develop increasing independence in critical thinking and skill application, which includes 
questioning, researching, analysing, evaluating, communicating and reflecting. They apply these skills to 
investigate events, developments, issues and phenomena, both historical and contemporary.  
 

 

 

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

7 ACE  HaSS 

(A or B grade) 

8 ACE  HaSS 

(A or B grade) 

9 ACE  HaSS 

(A or B grade) 

10 ACE  HaSS 

(A or B grade) 

ATAR Modern History 

ATAR Geography 

ATAR Psychology 

7  HaSS 

 

8  HaSS 

 

9  HaSS 

 

10  HaSS 

 

General Modern History 

General Geography 

General Psychology 

Cert II in Workplace Skills 

Cert II in Community 

Services 
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MATHEMATICS (compulsory subject) 

 
Mathematics is a key component of everyday life. During the year students will learn the key skills to budget, 
construct and create, as well as develop mathematical concepts in Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Students will also develop their numeracy capabilities allowing 
them to have greater success in all of their subjects and in their personal lives. 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

7 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

8 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

9 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

10 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

Mathematics Specialist 

ATAR 

7 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

8 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

9 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

10 ACE Maths 

(A grade) 

Mathematics Methods 

ATAR 

7 ACE Maths (A 

or B grade) 

8 ACE Maths (A 

or B grade) 

9 ACE Maths (A 

or B grade) 

10 ACE Maths 

(A or B grade) 

Mathematics 

Applications ATAR 

7 Maths 8 Maths 9 Maths 

10 Maths 

(OLNA Numeracy 

Category 3) 

Mathematics Essentials 

(General) 

7 Maths 8 Maths 9 Maths 

10 Maths 

(OLNA Numeracy 

Category 1 or 2) 

Mathematics 

Foundations (General) 
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SCIENCE (compulsory subject) 

 
Throughout the year students will have the opportunity to experience the four main subjects in the science 
learning area. In biology they will study plants, animals and their environments. Chemistry involves a lot 
of practical work as students learn about the periodic table and chemical reactions. Physics is the study of 
motion and movement and is learnt in many different contexts sport science and oceanography. Earth and 
spaces science looks at our place in the universe and how the planet came into existence. Students learn 
through real life contexts, building skills that they will be able to use later in life, when they pursue further 
education or enter the workforce.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

7 ACE Science 

(A grade) 

8 ACE Science 

(A grade) 

9 ACE Science 

(A grade) 

10 ACE Science 

(A grade) 

ATAR Chemistry or 

Physics 

7 ACE Science 

(A or B grade) 

8 ACE Science 

(A or B grade) 

9 ACE Science 

(A or B grade) 

10 ACE Science 

(A or B grade) 

ATAR Human Biology  

 

7 Science  8 Science  9 Science  10 Science  

General Human Biology 

General Integrated 

Science 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION (elective subjects) 

 
In Health and Physical Education, students learn how to enhance their own and others' health, safety, 
wellbeing and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. The Health and Physical 
Education curriculum (P–10) offers students an experiential curriculum that is contemporary, relevant, 
challenging, enjoyable and physically active. 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Basketball 
Program 

(A or B grades) 

Basketball 
Program 

(A or B grades) 

Basketball 
Program 

(A or B grades) 

Basketball 
Program 

(A or B grades) 

ATAR Physical Education Studies 
 
Certificate II in Sport and 
Recreation 
 

Basketball 
Program 

Basketball 
Program 

Basketball 
Program 

Basketball 
Program 

General Physical Education 
Studies 
 
Certificate II in Sport and 
Recreation 
 

  
Outdoor 

Recreation 
Outdoor 

Education 
General Outdoor Education 

  
Sport and 

Fitness 

Sport and 
Fitness 

 
Super Sports 

General Physical Education 
Studies 
 
Certificate II in Sport and 
Recreation 
 

 

Basketball Program (Application and selection process applies)                                         9EBB 

 
The Basketball Program gives students the chance to pursue their passion for Basketball.  Students will 
develop skills, fitness, game understanding and tactical knowledge.  The class is timetabled for two periods 
each week for Year 9 students, plus additional opportunities for competitions and excursions.  The program 
provides students with quality coaching to assist them in reaching their potential as well as opportunities 
to prepare for elite level competition outside of school. 
 

Outdoor Recreation                                                                                                                9OREC 

 
Through interaction with the natural world, Outdoor Recreation aims to get students outside to develop an 
understanding of the environment, others and ourselves. The course focuses on non-traditional sport, and 
recreation activities.  This will include Swimming, Snorkelling and orienteering, along with team and 
individual recreation activities.   
 

Girls Sport and Fitness                                                                                                           9GSF 

 
Girls have the opportunity to take their sport and fitness to the next level.  In this girls only class, students 
will have the opportunity to develop skills and strategies related to a number of sports and fitness activities.  
There will be opportunity to set health and fitness related goals and work toward the achievement of those 
goals through specifically designed fitness and training activities. 
 

Boys Sport and Fitness                                                                                                           9BSF 

 
Boys have the opportunity to take their sport and fitness to the next level.  In this boys only class, students 
will have the opportunity to develop skills and strategies related to a number of sports and fitness activities.  
There will be opportunity to set health and fitness related goals and work toward the achievement of those 
goals through specifically designed fitness and training activities. 
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (elective subject)  

 
 

 

Humanities – World Myths and Legends                                                                                     9WML 
 

Our world is dominated by stories of mythical creatures, gods, heroes and villains. Are they all stories or 
is there some truth behind them? Did Atlantis really exist? Many myths and legends were based around 
historical events of the past. Students will explore are range of world myths and legends from our past 
including the Vikings, King Arthur, early fairy tales, serpents and dragons. Heroes and Villains is not as 
simple as good versus evil. History only remembers people who have dramatically changed the world 
whether that be for good or for bad.  Student will examine how we as individuals and a society determine 
what makes someone a villain or a hero. You will look at the actions of people and how they have shaped 
our world. 
 
This course leads to Upper School courses including English, Modern History, and Geography. 
 

Humanities – Building the New Normal  (new in 2022)                                                               9BNN 
 

The Building the New Normal program prepares students for life and strengthens their passions and 
talents. It combines skills from all learning areas to develop students’ abilities in creativity, collaboration 
and critical thinking. Drawing on concepts from Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths, 
students will learn life-long transferrable skills for their future. This course is a new offering from 2022. 
  
The students will engage in a series of hands-on projects that focus on real world applications and work 
in teams to: develop their coding skills to promote values of sustainability; create and manage a stock 
portfolio; challenge social issues in their community through film; and explore the future of A.I. (Artificial 
Intelligence). 
 
This course leads to Upper School courses including English, Modern History, Integrated Science, 
Geography, and Psychology. 
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

 
Digging up the 

Past  
(A or B grade)  

World Myths and 
Legends 

(A or B grade)  
 

Building the New 
Normal (new in 2022) 

(A or B grade)   

Crime Scene Investigation 
(Law and Forensics) 

(A or B grade) 
 

Philosophy and Ethics 
(A or B grade) 

 
Psychology 

(A or B grade) 
 

Modern History ATAR 
 

Geography ATAR 
 

Psychology ATAR 

 Digging up the 
Past  

World Myths and 
Legends   

 
Building the New 

Normal 
(new in 2022) 

Crime Scene Investigation 
(Law and Forensics) 

 
Philosophy and Ethics 

 
Psychology 

 
General Modern 

History  
 

General Geography  
 

General Psychology 
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SCIENCE (elective subject)  

 
 

 

Science – The Fast and the Curious (new in 2022)                                                                    9TFC 
 

Have you ever wondered how bacteria grows or what we can do to stop it? Are you interested in learning 
about astronomy or our environment? This course is focused around the practical aspect of science and 
covers topics from earth and space, physics, chemistry and biology. Students will spend their class time 
conducting experiments or working on larger projects such as probing into the cosmetic industry or 
investigating the environment around us. This course allows students to explore topics in science that 
they can choose to pursue in the future. 
 
This course leads to Upper School courses including Human Biology and Integrated Science.  
 
 

  
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

    The Fast and the Curious 
(new in 2022) 

Mad Scientists 
(proposed name – new in 

2023) 

 
ATAR Human 

Biology 
 

General Human 
Biology  

 
General Integrated 

Science 
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Technologies enrich and impact on the lives of people and societies globally. Society needs enterprising 
students who can make discerning decisions about the development and use of technologies, develop 
solutions to complex challenges and contribute to sustainable patterns of living. Technologies can play an 
important role in transforming, restoring and sustaining societies and natural, managed and constructed 
environments. 
 
The Western Australian Curriculum: Technologies describes two distinct but related subjects: 

 Design and Technologies, in which students use design thinking and technologies to generate and 
produce solutions for authentic needs and opportunities 

 Digital Technologies, in which students use computational thinking and information systems to 
define, design and implement solutions. 
 

Design and Technologies 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Materials Design 
and Technology 

Materials Design 
and Technology 

Gateway to 
Engineering  

 
Materials Design 
and Technology 

Gateway to 
Engineering  

 
Materials Design 
and Technology 

 
Certificate II in 
Engineering  

 
Materials Design and 
Technology - Wood 

(General) 
 

Food Technology 
Food and 
Nutrition 

International 
Foods 

Café Foods 

Food Science and 
Technology (General) 

 
Children, Family and 
Community (General) 

 
 

Design & Technology – International Foods                                                                                9FOOD 

 
The International Foods course allows students to investigate a range of principles of food including safety, 
nutrition, preservation, preparation, presentation, physical and sensory properties. Students will have an 
opportunity to explore the exciting and varied world of International foods.  
 
This course is a pathway to the senior school courses in Food Science & Technology, Children, Family 
and the Community. Some of the career pathways are Hospitality, Tourism and Child care.       
 

Design & Technology - Gateway to Engineering                                                                          9GTE 

 
This is a practical, hands-on course which aims to extend students’ skills in the exciting world of 
Engineering.  They will look at design problems that engineer’s face and how they work out solutions to 
overcome them. The students will then be introduced to the workshop looking at the tools and equipment 
used in Engineering.  
 
This course is a pathway to the senior school courses in Certificate II in Engineering Pathways and 
Materials Design and Technology – Woodwork (General). Some of the career pathways are Boilermaker, 
Fitter and Machinist, Air Conditioning Mechanic and Mechanical Engineering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGIES (elective subject) 
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Design & Technology – Materials (Wood)                                                                                 9WWK 

 
Students develop a comprehensive understanding of a range of design and practical skills related directly 
to woodwork and gain a greater knowledge of working with various types of timber in a practical setting.  
 
This course is a pathway into the Upper School courses in Materials, Design & Technology (Wood) and 
Certificate II in Engineering Pathways. Some of the career pathways are Carpentry, Furniture making and 
the Building and Construction industry. 
 

Digital Technologies 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Robotics Robotics Game Design Game Design 
 

Computer Science (General) 
 

  
Digital 

Photography 
Digital 

Photography 
Design (General - Photography 

Context) 

  
 

Digital Technology - Game Design                                                                                          9GDES      

 
Students will use a variety of gaming programs to learn how to create and critique games using game 
design principles. Student analyse and critique contemporary games in order to understand the game 
strengths and weaknesses and the game play experience. They will also investigate the roles of hardware 
and software in managing game data in a digital system.  
 
This course is a pathway to the senior school course in Computer Science. Some of the career pathways 
available are Game Designer, 3D printing specialist and Cyber Security. 
 

Digital Technology - Digital Photography                                                                                   9PHO 

 
This is a practical course which allows students to develop a greater understanding of digital photography 
techniques and is an introduction into basic photo-shop skills.  
 
This course is a pathway to the Design (Photography context) senior school course. Some of the career 
paths available are photographer, graphic designer and advertising. 
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THE ARTS  (elective subjects) 

 
Why study Arts? Imaginative activities for young learners can lead to better skills in social interactions and 
emotional balance and regulation. Engaging in Arts courses will nurture children’s capacity for compassion 
and tolerance, critical thinking and creative capabilities. Students of the Arts develop thinking skills and 
abilities that complement training in other fields; in many cases their Arts study will shape children’s 
vocational choices. 

 

Performing Arts 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Music 
Dance 
Drama 
FAME 

(A or B grades) 

Dance 
Music 
Drama 
FAME 

(A or B grades) 

Music 
Dance 
FAME 

(A or B grades) 

 
Music 
Dance 
FAME 

Media Art 
(A or B grades) 

 

ATAR Drama 
ATAR Media Production 

and Analysis 
 

Cert II in Creative 
Industries 

Cert II in Workplace Skills 

Music 
Dance 
Drama 
FAME 

Music 
Dance 
Drama 
FAME 

Music 
Dance 
FAME 

Music 
Dance 
FAME 

Media Art 

General Music 
General Drama 
General Media 

 
Cert II in Creative 

Industries 
Cert II in Workplace Skills 

 
 

Dance                                                                                                                                         9DAN 

 
** Please note that performing in front of an audience is a requirement of this course and an integral part 
of the assessment schedule. 
 
Dance students concentrate on creating performance pieces using the elements of dance (B.E.S.T.), 
choreographic devices and structures that reflect choreographic intent. They will continue to develop 
technical exercise, body control, accuracy, posture/alignment, strength, balance, flexibility, and 
coordination with a focus on specific genres. Students will investigate the history of these two genres, and 
be given the opportunity to present a dance to an audience.  
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Dance, Drama and Certificate II in Creative Industries. 
Careers supported by the study of Dance include stage performance, Teaching, Health and Fitness, 
Physiotherapy and other careers requiring creativity, innovation and the ability to problem solve and work 
in teams. 
 

ia Arts  

Music                                                                                                                                          9MUS 

 
Students continue to develop their aural skills and theoretical knowledge. They also prepare performances 
on an instrument and compose their own pieces. They listen to and analyse a variety of pieces, developing 
an insight into historical and cultural context.  
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Music, Drama and Certificate II in Creative Industries.  
Careers supported by the study of Music include Sound Production, Advertising (jingle writing), Composer, 
Artistic Director, Event Production & Management, Game Design – Music, Music Therapy, Public Relations 
and other careers requiring creativity, innovation and the ability to problem solve and work in teams. 
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FAME                                                                                                                                        9FAME 
 

** Please note that performing in front of an audience is a requirement of this course and an integral part 
of the assessment schedule. 
 
The FAME (Future Artists Mastering Expression) programme aims to give students the opportunity to 
explore the full range of theatre and wider arts roles, develop their skills as working artists and assist in 
developing skill sets that will support further study or employment in Arts career pathways. The 
employability skills acquired through the FAME programme also offer valuable support in other career 
pathways. 
 
In year 9, we study a wide range of styles including Neoclassical Theatre, Children’s Theatre, Improvisation 
and the skill of developing a strong character in performance. Students will devise their own performance 
pieces and will also learn to work from scripts. A highlight of the course is the primary school Book Week 
tour. The year culminates in a whole class scripted production which is performed as part of the Arts Open 
day showcase.   
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Drama, Media, Dance, Visual Art and Certificate II in Creative 
Industries and Visual Art.  Careers supported by the study of Drama include Stage, Screen and Radio 
Performance, Production Design, Law, Teaching, Journalism, Editing & Proof Reading, Arts & Venue 
Management, Public Relations, Event Planning & Management, Community Arts Liaison, Teaching, 
Psychology, Counselling & Social Work and other careers requiring creativity, innovation and the ability to 
problem solve and work in teams. 
 

Visual Art and Media 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 and 12 

Visual Art 
Media 
(A or B 
grades) 

Visual Art 
Media 

(A or B grades) 

Visual Art 
Creative Design 

Media 
(A or B grades) 

Creative Design 
Media Art 
Visual Art 

(A or B grades) 

 
ATAR Media Production and 

Analysis 
 

Cert II in Creative Industries 
Cert II in Visual Art 

Cert II in Workplace Skills 
 

Visual Art 
Media 

Visual Art 
Media 

 
Visual Art 

Creative Design 
Media 

 

Creative Design 
Media Art 
Visual Art 

 
General Media 

General Visual Art 
General Design –

Photography 
Cert II in Creative Industries 

Cert II in Visual Art 
Cert II in Workplace Skills 

 
 
M 

Creative Design                                                                                                                          9CRE 

 
In this course, students will explore contemporary illustration and drawing for graphic communication. They 
will develop confidence in drawing for design using a range of media to create art works with detail and 
colour for strong visual impact. This is a practical course with a focus on the design process or generating 
ideas and visual communication. Students will work with a variety of media including graphics, illustration, 
typography, urban art, fashion design, comic art and stencil printing. 
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Visual Art, Photography, Media and the Certificate II in Visual 
Art and Creative Industries. Careers supported by the study of Creative Design include Illustrator, 
Teaching, Art Therapist, Graphic Designer, Gallery Manager, Community Arts Director, Concept Artist, 
Jewellery Designer and other careers requiring creativity, innovation and the ability to problem solve and 
work in teams. 
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Media                                                                                                                                         9MED 

 
This is a practical, hands-on course which allows students to learn how to use a variety of activities to 
study a range of topics relating to Media Arts. Emphasis will be placed on developing technical skills 
relating to film production. Students will also explore the world of how films are 'sold' to their audience. 
This will include making movie trailers and movie posters.  These skills will form the basis for all future 
Media courses studied at school.  Skills will be assessed using written and production tasks and 
observations made during classes.  
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Media Production and Analysis, Photography, Drama, Visual 
Art and Certificate II in Creative Industries. Careers supported by the study of Media include 
Screen/Television/Radio Production, Digital and Web Production, Graphic Design, Sound Production, 
Teaching, Journalism, Public Relations, Market Research, Event Management and other careers requiring 
creativity, innovation and the ability to problem solve and work in teams. 
 

 

Visual Art                                                                                                                                    9VAR 

 
This is a practical course which provides a hands-on learning experience, and focuses on the development 
of art works for creative expression. Students will learn how to use visual arts language and artistic 
conventions to create complexity in their designs and production processes. They will explore how to 
adapt, manipulate materials and techniques while communicating artistic intention. Students are 
encouraged to with a range of 2D and 3D art forms such as drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics and 
print-making. Students will also have opportunities to reflect on and analyse traditional and contemporary 
art works.  
 
This course leads to senior school courses in Visual Art, Photography, Media and the Certificate II in Visual 
Art and Creative Industries. Careers supported by the study of Visual Arts include Illustrator, Teaching, Art 
Therapist, Graphic Designer, Gallery Manager, Community Arts Director, Concept Artist, Jewellery 
Designer and other careers requiring creativity, innovation and the ability to problem solve and work in 
teams. 
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Year 9 Elective Subjects – 2022 
 

**A deposit or a payment agreement must be made to the front office for all high 
cost subjects to secure a position. 

 
 
**Costs above are preliminary costs only and may change prior to billing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Health & Physical Education 2022 Charges (proposed) 

9 Elite Basketball – by invitation only (See Head of 
Learning Area) 

$50 

9 Outdoor Recreation $30* (does not include excursion costs) 

9 Sport and Fitness (girls and boys) $25 

Humanities  

9 World Myths and Legends $25 

9 Building the New Normal (new in 2022) $25 

Science   

9 The Fast and the Curious (new in 2022) $40 

Technologies  

9 Design & Technology – International Foods $65** 

9 Design & Technology - Gateway to Engineering $50 

9 Design & Technology - Materials (Wood) $50 

9 Digital Technologies - Game Design $30 

9 Digital Technology - Digital Photography $25 

The Arts  

9 Dance $35 

9 Music $40 

9 FAME - by audition and preapproval only (See 
Head of Learning Area) 

$140** 

9 Creative Design $40 

9 Media  $40 

9 Visual Art   $40 

Please note:    A 50% deposit or a payment plan 
must be made to the front office for all high 
cost subjects to confirm your child’s 
placement. 
 


